BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation
Against:

John Namala Samuel

Rajaratnam, M.D. Case No. 800-2017-037999

Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificate No. A 51207

Respondent
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DECISION

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted as
the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of Callforma, Department of Consumer
Affalrs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on September 24, 2018 .

IT IS SO ORDERED September 17, 2018 .

B MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

o bl WM

Iﬁmberly chmeyer
Executive rector




XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California

MARY CAIN-SIMON

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 113083
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3884
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480

Attorneys for Complainant -

BEFORE THE = .
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: - Case No. 800-2017-037999
JOHN NAMALA SAMUEL
RAJARATNAM, M.D. ‘
- | STIPULATED SURRENDER OF
23509 Ridgeline Road - LICENSE AND ORDER :
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 o

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A
51207

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND ,AGREED by and between th§ parties to the above-
entitled proceedings that. the following matters are true:
| PARTIES |
| 1. Kimberly Kirchmeyef (Complainént) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board
. of California (Board). Sﬁe brought this action solely in.her official capacity and is representg:d in
this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of California, by Mary Cain-Simon,
Supervising Deputy Attorney General.
2. John Namala Samuel Rajaratnam, M.D. (Respohdent) is represented in this
proceeding by attorney Charles M. Farano, whose address is: 243 A Lakeview Avenue

Placentia, California 92870.



3. Onorabout September 22, 1992, the Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's
Cettificate No.AS 1207 to John Namala Samuel Rajaratnam, MD (Respondent). The
VPhysi’cian's and Surgeon's Certificate was iﬁ full force and effect at all times relevant to the
charges Brought in Accusation No. 800-2017-037999 and \;vill expire on Jﬁly 31, 2018, unless

renewed.

JURISDICTION |
“ 4. - Accusation No. 800-2017—037999 -was'ﬁleéi before tﬁe Boarci, and'is currently
pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily reciuired documents were
prdpefly served on Respondent on May 1, 2018. | Respondent timely filed his Notice of Défense
contesting the Accusation. A copy of Accusation No. 800-2017-037999 is attached as Exhibit A
and incorporated by reference. _ _
| ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS
5. Responderzt has carefully read, fully discussed with ‘counsel, and understands the
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2017-037999. Respondent also has carefully
read, fully discuésed with counsel, and understands the effécts of this Stipulated Surrender of
License and Order. | o
6. Responden£ is fully aware of his legal rights in this mattér, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right
to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesées and the production‘of
documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an e;dverée decision; and all othér
rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. |
7.  Respondent voluntariiy, knowingly, and intelli'geﬁtly waives and gives up eacﬁ and

every right set forth above.

CULPABILITY



8. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation he enables the Board to issue
an order accepting the surrender of his Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate without further
process.

CONTINGENCY'

9. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Boafd. Respondent understands
and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board may communicate directly
with the Board regarding this stipulation and surrender, without notice to or participation by
Respondent or his counsel. By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that
he may not withdraw his agreemenf or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board
considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its Decision'and Order,
the Stipulafed Surrender and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this
paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the Bdard shall
not be disqualified from further action by havving considered this matter.

10. The partiés understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and
facsimile copies of this Stipulated Surrender of License and Order, including Portable Document
Format (PDF) and facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the
originals.

11. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that |
the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following Order:

ORDER |

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 51207, issued
to Respondent John Namala Samuel Rajaratnam, M.D., is surrendered and accepted by the
Medical Board of California.

1. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a Physician and Surgeon in
California as of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order. |

2. Respondent shall cause to be deiivered to f[he Board his pocket license and, if one.
was issued, his wall certificate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order.

3. If Respondent ever files an application for licensure or a petition for reinstatement in
the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a petition for reinstatement. Respondent must

comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for reinstatement of a revoked or



surrendered license in effect at the time the petition is filed, and all of the charges and allegations
contained in Accusation No. 800-2017-037999 shall be deemed to be true, correct and admitted
by Respondent when the Board determines whether to grant or deny the petition.

‘4, If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a newlicense or certification, or
petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other health care licepsing agency in the State of
California, all of thé charges and allegati_ons contained in Accusation, Nd. 800-2017-037999
shall be deeméd to be true, correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement

of Issues or any other proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure.

- ACCEPTANCE

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrender of License and Order and have fully
. discussed it with my attorney, Charles M. Farano. I understand the stipﬁlation and the effect it
will have on my Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate. I enter into this Stipulated Surrender of
License and Order voluntarily, krlowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the

Decision and Order of the lVIedical Board of California.

DATED: 2/ 5/29,8 PST Rov ), o o oz apr
JOHN NAMALA SAMUEL RAJARATNAM,
M.D.
Respondent

I'have read and fully discussed with Respondent John Namala Samuel Rajaratnam, M.D.
the terms and conditions and other matters contained in tlus Stipulated Surrender of License and
Order. I approv form and content.

DATED: 5 20/ @%] .
T S M. FARANO
Atto ey for Respondent

ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respectfully submitted

for consideration by the Medical Board of California of the Department of Consumer Affairs.



Dated: Wzd 5/ Respectfully submitted,
/ : '

XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California

JANE ZACK SIMON

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
Attorneys for Complainant

- SF2018400572



Exhibit A

Accusation No. 800-2017-037999
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
XAVER BECERRA - MEDICAL BOARDOF CALIFORNIA,
SACRAMENTO anasd 1 - 20_L&
Atiorney Gencrl of Calfori BY_DN . Racha szl ANALYST

| Supervising Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 113083
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3884
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
- DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
. In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2017-037999

John Namala Samuel Rajaratnam, M.D. ACCUSATION
498 Mountain Road :
Laguna Beach, CA 92651
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate
No. A 51207,

Respondent.

Complainant alleges: ' .
PARTIES

1. Kim’berly Ki'réhmeyer (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her official
capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer
Affairs (Board). '

2.  Onor about September 22, 1992, the Medical Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificate Number A 51 207 to'John Namala Samuel Rajaratnam, M.D. (Respondent). The
Physician's and Surgeon's. Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the
charges brought herein and will expire on July 31, 2018 unless renewed. The certiﬁcate is
SUSPENDED by virtue of an Order issued by the Board on March 15, 2018 pursuant to Business
and Professions Code sectlon 2310(a) N
i
i

1
(JOHN NAMALA SAMUEL RAJARATNAM, M.D.) ACCUSATION NO. 800-2017-037999




JURISDICTION

3.  This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and P_rofessions Code unless otherwise in'dicated.

4.  Section 2227 of the Code states:

“(a) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of the Medicai
Quélity Hearing'Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the'Government Code, or whose default
has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered into a stipulation for disciplinary.
action with the board, may, m accordancé with the provisions of this chaptér:

“(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board.

“(2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed one year upon
order of the board.

“(3)Be plaged on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation moni;toring upon -
order of the board.

“(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may include a
requirement that the licensee complete relevant educational courses approved by the board.

N6 Hav-e ény c;ther action taken in relation to di_scipline as part of an order of probation, as
the board or an administrative law judge may deem proper.

“(b) Any matter heard pursuant to subdivision (a), except for_Waming letters, medical
review or advisory conferences, professional competency examinations, continuing education
activities, and-cost reimbursement aséociated therewith that are agreed to with the board and
successfully completed by the licensee, or other matters made confidential or privileged by
existing law, is deemed public, and shall be made available to the public by the board pursuant to
Section 803.1.”

5. Section 2305 of the Code states:

“The revocation, suspension, or other discipliné, restriction or limitation imposed by
am;ther state upon a license or certificate to practice medicine issued by that state, or the ‘
revocation, suspension, or restriction of the authority to practice medicine by any agency of the

federal government, that would have been grounds for discipline in California of a-licensee under

2
(JOHN NAMALA SAMUEL RAJARATNAM, M.D.) ACCUSATION NO. 800-2017-037999
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this chapter shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action for unprofessional conduct against the
licensee in this state.” |

6.  Section 141 of the Code states:

"(a) For any licensee holding a license iésued by a board under the jurisdiction of the
depai'tment, a disciplinary action taken by another state, by any agency of the federal government,
or by another country for any act substantfally relafed to the practice regulated by the Cafifomia
license, may be a ground for disciplinary action by the respective stafe licensing board. A

certified copy of the record of the disciplinary action taken against the licensee by another state,

A

- an agency of the federal government, or another country shall be conclusive evidence of the

" events related therein.

~ "(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude a board from applying a specific statutory

provision in the licensing act administered by that board that provides for discipline based upon a

disciplinary action taken against the licensee by another state, an agency of the federal

government, or another country." . ’ - -

CAUSE FOR-DISCIPLINE ‘
(Discipline Restriction or Limi‘tation Imposed b); Another State) ‘
7. Respondent John Namala Samuel Rajaratnam, M.D. is subject to disciplinary action
under sections 2227, 2305 and 141 in that the State of Maryland issued an order revoking

Respondent’s medical license in that state effective March 1, 2018. The circumstances are as

follows:

8.  On or about October 10, 2017, Re_spondent entered into a Consent Order with a
Disciplinary Panel of the Maryland State Board of Physi;:ians, that concluded as a matter of law
that the public health, safety and welfare imperatively reciuired emergency action; that
Respondent was professionally; physically, or mehtally incompetent; and that Susﬁended his
license an.d required him to enroil in the Maryland Professional Rehabilitation Proéram and to
fully cooperate with'.that' program’s referrals, rules and requirements. Respondent rcenrolled inl
the program, but thereafter rescinded his consent to the progr.am and failed and refused to meet _

with the psychiatrist to whom he had been referred ﬁy that program. During a January 10,2018

3
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“hearing before the disciplinary panel, Respondent and his counsel -appeared and did not dispute

that Respondent had violated the terms of the consent order. The disciplinary panel determined
that the appropriate penalty for Respondent’s'refusal to cooperate with the rehabilitation program
and failure to comply with the terms of the consent order was tevocation of his medical license.
‘9. The Maryland Otder attached as Exhlblt A, and as descrlbed in paragraph 8, above,
comprises unprofesswnal conduct and cause for discipline pursuant to sections 2305 and/or 141
of the Code.
| DISCIPLINARY CONSIDERATIONS

10.  To determine the degree of dyiscipline,, if any, to be imposed on Respondent John

“Namala Samuel Réjaratnam, M.D., Complainant alleges that on or about January 2,2008, ina

' prior disciplinary action entitled In the Matter of the Accusation Against John Namala Samuel

Rajaratnam, M.D. beforc the Medical Board of California, in Case Number 04-2004-1 63478; '
Respondent's license was revoked with revocation stéyed and Respondent placed on probation for| -

a period of ﬁ_vé years, vsijth terms and conditions including one year of actual suspension. That

decision is now final and is incqrporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. Respondent

obtained an early termination of probation in that matter effective 'Janu’ary 11,2013.
PRAYER
WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
cnd that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California i 1ssoe a decision:

1. Revoking or suspending Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate Number A 51207,

1ssued to John Namala Samuyel Ra_;aratnam, M. D

2. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of John Namala Samuel RaJaratnam,
M.D.'s authority to supervise physician assistants and'advanced practice nurses;

3. Ordering John Namala Samucl Raj aratnaro; MJD.,, if piaced on probation, to pay the
Board the costs of probation monitoring; and )
i
i
mn

4 |
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- 4. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

. DATED:

.

SF2018400572

May 1, 2018

KIMBERLY KAIRCHMEYER /
Executive Director
Medicdl Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

~. Complainant

41983217.docx

‘5

(JOHN NAMALA SAMUEL RAJARATNAM, M.D.) ACCUSATION NO. 800-2017-037999




EXHIBIT A



IN THE MATTER OF *  BEFORE THE MARYLAND |

SAMUEL RAJARATNAM, M.D, * STATE BOARD OF
Respondent - *  PHYSICIANS
License Number: D76564 > - Case Number: 2016-0871A
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CONSENT ORDER

Disciplinary Panel A of the Maryland State Board of-Physic.ians (the- "Board") :
voted to su.mmarily suspend the medica! license of the Respondent, pursuant tov Md.
Code Ann., Stale Gov't § 10-226(c){2)(i) (2014 Repl. Vbl. & 2016' Supp.), concluding
that the public health, safety, or welfare imperatiVely requirgs emefgency actioﬁ.
Disciplinary Panel A also voted to charge the Respondent under the Mary!and Medical
Practice Act (the “Act”), Md. Code Ann., Health Ozac, § 14-404(a)4) - is professionlally'f.
physically or mentally incompetent. : | |

Prior to the issuance cf an Order olf Summary Suspension and chargss, the
Respondent agreed to enter into the following Consén‘t Ofder, consisting of Findings of
Fact, Conclusions of Law, Order and Consent. ’ .

FINDINGS OF FACT

Disciplinary Rénel_A finds: = : o
(" | At all times relevant, the Respondent was a physi‘cian Iicenseq to practice
medicine in the State of Maryland. The Respondent .wés iniﬁally licensed in Maryland
on or about August 1, 2013, and his license is presently active through September 30,

2019,



2. The Respondent frained as a ps;ohratrrst is not board oertrfred in any speoralty
The Respondent has worked as a Med cal Drrector at three facrlrtres srnce Ootober.
’ 2014 from October 2014 through Ootober 2015 at Faorhty A from August 2015 throughb
‘ February 2017 at Facrlrty B and from January 3, 2017 to September 18, 2017 at
Facrlrty c.'
,S. " On or about Aprrl 26 2016 the Board reoerved a oomplarnt from two socral. 3
E waorkers emptoyed by Facrhty 8 allegrng that the Respondent had recommended that a
former patrent (”Petlent A" share her preecrrptron for Seroquel wrth ber mrnor son.
4. After’ recelvrng the oomplarnt the Board lnrtrated an rnvestlgatron and on Ootober
31,2018, notn‘red ’rhe Respondent of its rnvestrgatron and requested a wrrtten response‘
: to the altegatrons } | o | _ . |
5 On or about November 7 2016 the Reepondent through hrs attorney, sub'mitted
a wrrtten responee to the complarnt | ' ;
‘6.. Board otaﬁ‘ subpoenaed the Respondents personnet and medrcal fries and
conduoted rntervrewo of the Respondent and several wrtnesees
7. Fol!owrng a revrew ‘of the rnvestrgatrve documents rn furtheranoe of rts'
rnvestrgatrm the Board ordered that the Respondent be evaluated by the Maryland _'
Profeselonel Rehabrhtatron Program (“MPRP") Tbe Respon‘dent_ met wi_thMPRP on or
aboutAugustZt 201, | | |
3. On August 28 2017 as part of MPRP's evaluation, Dr A a neuropsychotogrst

evaluated the Reepondent

i ord: 2r 1o maintain confidentiality, facility, patient and employee names will not be used in this document but
ert be provided to the Respondent on request,
Psychouopm medication ‘commenly used. in the trealment of bipolar dmorden schizaphrenia and

depression.
2



g, As a result of Dr A S neuropsychologlcal e‘/aluat:on he reoommended that the -
Respondent d;econtlnue the practtce of medlolne
-10:. As a result of lts oomprehenswe assessment MF’RP oplned that the ollnloal team '

- wae unable to L,ndoree that the Respondent had the ablllty to practlce medlolne m a

»safe and oompetent manner Consequently, MPRP requested that the Respondent 31gn S

a plaonoe oessatlon agreement and contacted his. employer at Praotloe C to share the[j i

' 'recommendatxon

._,CO"N'CLUSION‘S O"F:'.LAW =1

Based on the foregomg tacts Panel A ooncludee tha the publlc health, safely or‘- )

: welfale |mperatlvely requwes emergenny actlon ln thls case pursuant to Md Code Ann _

State Govt 10 226 ( )2 )() (2014 Repl Vol & 201o Supp) Panel A also concludes”“. |

that the Respondent is professxonally| physncally or mentally moompetent in v:olatlon of'

H.0. §14 404(a>( )

© ORDER
It is, on the affirmative vots of a majority ofthei'quorunj of Board Disciplinary
- Panel A , hereby:

ORDERED that the: Respondents llcense to praotloe medlcme is SUSPENDED )

L eublect to the followlng terms and COﬂdl tions:

To maintain confldentlallly Qpeclflc information regarding Dr. A's cvaluahon or the assessrnent of MPRP
il not be referenced in this document. The Respondent may obtain from the Admmlstretwe Prosecutor
‘cuments supportan the evaldalion and assessrnent :

3



1. The Respondent shall enrall in the Ma ryland Professronal Rehabllltatron‘- o
Program-(”MPRP') thhln busmess days the Respondent shall contaot MPRP to .
schedule an lnltlal Consultatton for enrollment Wlthln 15 busmess davs the.v ‘
Respondent shall enter |nto a Part|o|pant Rehabllltatlon Agreement and Par*tctpant_
-Rehabllltatlon Plan wrth MPRP The Respondent ehall tully and tlmely cooperate and”

’comply WIth all of MPRPS referrals rules and requrrements 1noludrng but not llmlted to ’

the. tetms and. condltlons of the Parttcrpant Rehabllttatlon Agreement( ) and Partlolpant-.- =

Rehabllltaton Plan(s) entered into wn h MPRP and shall fully partlolpate and comply
wrth all therapy, treatment evaluatlons and toxroology screenan as drrected by '
WPRR; b

20 The Respondent shall slgn and update the wnlten release/oonsent forms

-requested or requned by tte Board and MPRP The Respondent shall S|gn the'__; :

release/consent forms to authonve MPRP to make verbal and wrltten dlsclosures to the ,‘
' Board lncludlng dlsolosure of any and all l\/lPRP records and flles possessed by MPRP » |
The Respondent shall also srgn any written release/oonsent forms to authorue MPRP to :
exchange with (i, e dlsclose to -and reoelve from) outstde entttles (rncludlng all of the :

Respondents ounent theraplsts and treatment provtders) verbal and wntten lnformatlon

: conoernlng the Respondent and to ensure that l\/lPRP is authonzed to reoerve the

medlnal records of the Respondent lnpludlng but not lmlted to mental health and drug |
~or alcehol treatment reootds '

3. The Respondent shall be l’eSpOl’lSlble tfor ensurlng that any treatment-
provider( s) submit wntten reports to the MPRP and to the Board at least- once every

three 3)_ months regardlng hls attendance progress, payment_of fees, -and



recommendatlons as to the oontrnuatron frequenoy and/or tcrmrnetron of treatment

The Reepondent eha!l srgn any consent forms reqL rred to authorrze Dlscrplmary Panel A -

and the MPRP to reoerve wntten reports from hrs treatrng menta[ health and health
. prmessronals orany treatment provrders | 7 _ .‘ L

AND T IS FURTHER ORDERED that lf and when the MPRP frnds that the |
Respondent is safe to practrce medrcrne and rf the Respondent has complred wrth”

condr tions: above the Respondent may submrt a wntten petrtron to the Panet to lrft the't

suspensron of the Respondents Ircense and may be requtred to appear betore the

Panel fo drsouss hls petltlon Upon relnstatement Drscrphnary Pa tel A mav rmposeif

. condr rone on the Respondents return to praotrce end it is further } ‘ |
ORDERED that tf the Respondent altegedly rarls to compty wrth any terms or -
condrtlone of thrs Consent Order the Respondent shall be grven notroe and an
.opponunrty tor a heannd lf there is a genurne drspute as to ar matenal faot the heanng
-shaH be before an. Admlmstratrve Law Juoge of the Oﬁroe of Admlnrstratlve Heanngs If
there rs no. genurne drspute as to a materlal fact, the Respondent shaH be grven a show )
cause heanng before the Board or Panel A and lt is further R

ORDERED that lf afterthe appropnete heanng the Board or F’anel A determtnes .

that the Respondent has farled to compty with any term or. oondmon of thrs Consent o

Order the Board or Panel A may reprimand the Respondent plaoe the Respondent on
probatron. with appropnate terms and oondrtrons, or suepend or revoke "the
Respondent‘s ltoense to‘pract‘oe medtoiyte in Maryland. The'Boerd or Panel A ‘may, in
addrt;on to one or more of the sanotrons set forth. above, impose a civil monerery frne

upon the Respondent; and it is further



ORDER;.D that the Respondent shall comp]y wrth the Marytan'd Medicat Practice
Act, Md. Code Ann Health Oc, §§ 14- 101———14 702 and all: laws and regulatto
governrng the practrce of medrcrne in Maryland and itis further R _
| ORDERED that the Respondent tS responsnble for aH ooste rncurred in futfrthng 2
‘ he terms and condrtlons oftns Consent Order and rt rs further :
. ORDERED that untess stated otherwrse in the order any trme perlod presorrbed
‘ rn this order begrns when the Consent Order goee into eﬁ‘ect The Coneent Order goes |
into effect upon the srgnature of the Board s Executrve Drrector who srgns on behalf of-_ -
» Panel A and it is- further | | | ‘
ORDERED that thts Consent Order IS a. pubtro document pursuant to Md Code

Ann., Gen Plov §§4 101 etseq (2014 Vol &2016 Supp)

ia.,;rt)/t/t'r‘?

“Date' _ . 'ChnstmeA Farrelty B

S A g od
Executlve Drreotor : \'-/ q ‘

Marytand State Board of: Physrorane

CONSENT
I, Samuel Rajaratnam M. D acknowledge that I was represented by oounsel ‘
before entenng this Coneent Order By thls Consent and for the purpose of. resolvrng
the -issues rarsed by the Board t agree and accept to be bomd by the foregorno‘
’, Conoent Order and |te oondrtrone | ' |
l aot'nowledge the valrdlty of thre Consent Order as rf entered rnto after the :
canclusion of a formal evrdentlary hearrng in which | would have had the right to

oouneet to confront witnesses, to give testimony, to call withesses.on my own’ behatf

&



and to al! other substantlve and prmedural protectxons provided by the law, | dgree"t’.o
lorego m/ oppartunity to Chalienge these allegatlons I acknowledge the. legal authon y
and Junsdlctron or the Board to mmate these proceedmgs and to.issue and enforce th[s
- Consent Order | afﬂrm that l-am Waavmg my right to appeal any adverse ruling of a
disciplinary panel of the Board that | might have f:led after any such heanng

N srgn thlS Consent Order aﬁer havmg an opportunlty to consult w;th‘counseJ
voluntarily -and - W|thout reservataon and I fully understand and comprehend the‘

lanquage meamng and terms ofthe Consent Order

”O/P‘ /-"0// /OCJJ/J\rL/ T /n/)q,,/ﬂ /z[J
Date R S Samuel Rajaratnam. M D o
, Respondcnt
: 'NOTARY ’

‘STATE OF NIARYL%ND

' cnwceam OF SO oG

I HEREBY GERTIFY that on this S day of O @ﬂm 2017, before me,
a Notary Public of the rforegoing State and’ City/County, personally appeared Samuel |
Rajaratna'rn, M.D;, ‘and_made oath'in d‘ne form of 'léw t_hét s‘igning the fdrégoin'g Cdnsent
Order Wasvhis‘voluntary: act and deed.

AS WITNESSETH my hand and notarial seal.
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' ' 7 PENALTY OF PERJURY ON

THAT THE FORGOING DOCUMENT 1@ AT
¥ULL, TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF THE
ORIGINAL ON FILE IN MY OFFICE AND
I MY IEGAL CUSTODY.
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 SAMUEL RAJARATN_AM, ML.D. _* MARYLAND STATE
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ORDER AFTER SHOW CAUSE HEARING

_ On Octobel 10 2017 Samuel Rajaratnam l\/l D entered lnto a Consent Order—. ‘

o with Dlsolpllnary Panel A of the Maryland State Board ot Physmrans ("Panel A") that_,"__ PR

‘suspended his lloense and requrred hrm to enroll in. the l\/laryland Plofesstonal :

'Rehabllltatlon Program ( MPRP”) and fully and tlmely cooperate and Comply Wlth all of_‘ -

- MPRP's refenals rules and requnemente D Ralaratnarn enrolled sn IVIPRP on:-_“ SR

October 27 2017 but then rescrnded hIS consent and falled to meet wth the -
"7 psyohlatrlst he was referred to by l\/lPRP Dr. Rajaratnam thereby falled to comply W|th |
} the condltlons of the: Consent Order

On Decembel 7, 2017, Panel A rssued a Vlolatlon ot Consent Order and Notrce ._ '
‘to Show Cause why addltlonal sanctlons should not be rmposed agalnst hlS llcense
: based on hlS fallure to comply wrth the condltlons of the Consent Order Dr. Rajaratnam
appealed at a Show Cause heanng on January -“lO '2018 ‘vbefore Panel A The Stat_e L

argued that Dr Rajaratnams vnolatlon warranted a |evooatlon of his lrcenee Dr
“Ra Jaratnam dld not deny. that he violated the Consent Order but argued agalnst turther.
“sanction. ) | |
FINDINGS OF FAGT
Dr. Rajaratnam was licensed by the Board on August 1, 2013, and his lloense :

states the expiration date of September 30, 2019. Dr. Rajaratnam was trained as a



psychratrlst but is ‘not board-certified in any speoralty He was employed as a medrcal N

'drrector at. Faollrty A from October 2014 through October 2015 at Facrlrty B from August:-‘
2015 through February 2017 and at Facility: C from January 3 2017 untrl September‘\
18, 2017.. |
On April 26, 2016 ithe Board reoelved a Complalnt frOm t\rl/o”isooialr-vyorl‘(er's-
_»employed by Facrlrty B allegrng that Dr Rajaratnam had recommended that a former_ :
,patrent share her prescnptron of Seroquel an. antlpsyohotro medroatron wrth her mrnor.
’A',son The Board opened an mvestrgatron As part of ‘the rnvestrganon the Board |
"‘obtarned -a Wrrtten res'po‘nse’ from Dr Rajaratnam and subpoenaed his’ personnel andd
| imedrcal ﬁles The Board also interviewed . Dr Rajaratnam and eeveral wrthesses Also
as part of the lnvestrgatron Panel A ordered that Dr. RaJaratnam be evaluated by“‘
'lfl\/lPRP, MPRBmet wrth_Dr Rajaratnam and refened hrm to a psychologlst for an’
- evaluation, under .lvl'd' Code CAnn., .Health Oco ~§ 14-402 ., The psychologrstv
'reoommended that Dr Rajaratnam dlsoontrnue the practroe of medrcrne Followrng that_ |
report, Dreorplmary Panel A voted to summanly suspend Dr Rararatnams medrcal‘
license, pursuant to Md. Code Ann State.Govt § 10—226(0)( i), conolud:ng that the__ :
publrc health safety or welfare 1mperatlvely requued emergenoy aotron PanelA-aleo '
voted to charge Dr Rararatnam under the Mawland l\/ledroal Practlce Act ‘Md. Code
Anin., Health Occ.. Il § 14-404( )(4), as ,profeselonally, p_hysroally, or mentally ,
lncompetent ! | B
| On October 10 2017 prlor to the' lssua.nce of the Order of Summary Suspensron '
and disciplinary charges Dr Rajaratnam entered into a Consent Orde; wrth Panel A, |

which conoluded as a matter of law that the public health, 'eafety or welfare rmperatrvely



required emergency aotlon pursuant to State Govt § 10 226(0)( )('), and conoluded :

‘that Dr Rajaratnam Was professronally, physrcally, or: mentally lncompetent in vrolatron :

of Health Occ I § 14 404( )( ).
Under the terms of the’ Consent Order Dr Rajaratnam agreed that his medroal_‘
Ircense would be suspended and that he Would fully and satlsfactorrly oomply wrth the‘ -

‘ enumerated oondrtrons mcludrng those regardlng hIS mandatory partlorpatron rn the' 'i

t MPRP Condltlon A stated

1 The Respondent shall enroll in the Maryland Protessronal Rehabllrtatron ‘
Program (“MPRP) " Within 5 busmess days, the Respondent shall_]- o
contact MPRP to schedule an initial consultation for enroliment. Within 15 -
business ‘days, the Respondent “shall “enter into" a Partrc:ipant o
Rehabilitation Agreement and Participant. Rehabrlrtatlon Plan. Wrth MPRP. - -
“The Respondent shall. fully and timely cooperate. and comply with all of -

" MPRP's referrals, rules, and reguirements, including:but-not limited to, the

~ “terms and conditions of the Partrcrpant Rehabrlrtatton Agreement(s) and .

"Pamorpant Rehabrlrtatron Plan(s) entered into with MPRP, and shall fully
participate and oomply ‘with “all - therapy, treatment evaluatrons and
toxrcology screenrngs as drrected by MPRP[ ] :

The Consent Order further stated

ORDERED that rf the Respondent allegedly failsto- comply wrth any terms

or conditions of this Consent Order, the Respondent shall be given notice -
‘and an opportunity for a hearlng Af there is a genuine dispute: as: to
material fact, the hearing shall-be betore an Admrmstratlve Law Judge of . -
the Office of Administrative- Hearrngs If there'is no genuine dispute as to.
a material fact,” the ‘Respondent shall be given a show cause - hearlng S
before the Board or Panel A and it is further '

'ORDERED that rf after the appropnate hearmg, the. Board or- Panel A
determines that the Respondent has failed to comply:with .any term.or-
condition of this Consent Order, the Board or Panel A may reprimand the
Respondent place the Respondent on probatlon with appropriate. terms
and conditions, or suspend or revoke the Respondent's license to practice
medicine in Maryland The Board ‘oF-PanelA may, in addrtlon to.one or
more of the sanctions set forth abovo impose a crvrl monetary ﬂne upon
the Respondent[] -

By signing the Consent Ordu Dr Rajaratnam agreed to each of these condrtrons.

W



On Octob.er"27’ 2017, ~pursuant to the terms of the Consent Order Dr.

Rajaratnam enrolled in l\/'lPRP On November 8, 2017, Dr Rajaratnam sent an emarl to

MPRP sta‘f statrng Y [src] hereby revoke any oonsents made under duress lleRP o -

-reported thrs to the Board as a “ontroal event ? On November 13 2017 Dr. Rararatnam
icontacted Board star‘f statrnJ that he ‘do[es] not want to contrnue Wlth renewal of [hls] :
Maryland l\/ledrcal-Lroense On or around November 14 2017 Dr Rajaratnam was . A. :
lnstruoted fo. schedule an appomtment with Dr. A a psyohratrrst On November 16-
2017, Dr. A contarted MPRP and rnformed l\/lPRP staff that Dr.. Rajaratnam stated that’f_i». :
he only wanted to meet wrth Dr. A to dlscuss proressronal issues and not personal
matters Dr A explamed to Dr Rajaratnam that a psyohratrrc evaluatlon oould not be :
restrroted in that way Dr. Rajaratnam did not schedule an apporntment wrth Dr A and .
did ‘not meet Dr. A, On November 17 2017, MPRP closed Dr, Rajaratnams case. for‘ B
'Cause lleRP lrsted the followrng reasons ,tor: his dlscharge: ) [Dr. Rajaratnam s_]: “
refusal to grant oonsent to 'correspond wlth treatment providers 2) [his] laok of trmely '
responses; 3) dictating the. terms of [his] psychratrrc evaluatlon and 4). contrnurng tov
vrew our clinical case management process in a legal manner (for example, insisting on
recordrng our olrnrcal meetlngs) ‘ ,

On December 7, 2017, the Attorney Generals Office lssued a -\/lolation of‘
~ Consent Order and Notloe to Shovv Cause. On January '10 2017 DlSClplrnary Panel A'
held a bhow Cause heanng at whroh Dr. Raj aratnam and hrs counsel appeared At the'
hearrnJ, Dr. Ralalatnam argued that there were mrtrgatrng orrcumstances and asked
that his Consent Order be modlrred to permlt him to continue his rehabilitation in

California. He stated that he would agree not to renew his license.



br. Rajaratnam drd not deny that he revoked his agreement fo partrcrpate wrth -

MPRP nor-does he deny that he farled to schedule an’ apporntment or meet Wrth the

B '—psychratrrst as MPRP requlred for evaluatron and treatment At the Show Cause .

,,hearlng, Dr Rararatnam s counsel stated that "[]here does not appear to be. mateuat ,

dlspute of facti in thrs case and [ ]e are not contestmg a wolatron

Instead Dr RaJaratnam argued that hrs vrolatton wae because of a temporary :

medlcal condltron that caused cognrtl\/e rmparrment He atso clarmed that he drd not-.:

» schedule the apporntment because he coutd not attord to pay the fee

The State argued that Dr Rajaratnam s fatlure to meet wrth Dr A conetrtuted a N
e vrotatron of the Consent Order and that hlS tarlure to compty wnth thc terms of the MPRP;'

o agreement warranted the revocatlon of his Ilcense “The State also argued that he was'_ﬁ

'drscharged from MPRP not because he could not pay the fee but rather because he

,rescrnded his- partlotpatlon in t\/tPRP that tre descnbed as belng srgned under duress B

The State turther stated that Dr. Rajaratnam attempted to set hmrts on the toplce tor hrs

meetrng wrth Dr A. Based on concerns of publrc heatth and eafety, he State argued

that revocatron or a tetter of surrender were the only safe sanctions avarlable to the

- Panel. ‘
CONCLUStON OF LAW

Dr. Rajaratnam was requrred under condrtron 1" of the Consent Order to fully

and- tlmely cooperate and comoty with all ot MPRP 5 referrals rutes and requrrements v

and to “fully - partlcrpate and comply W|th all therapy, treatment evaluatrons and_

toxrcology screenrngs as directed by MPRP !

&



Dr. RaJaratnam failed to comply with MPRP’s requxrements He resolnded hlS.

- consent to treatment through MPRP Dr Rajaratnam fatled to schedule an appomtment ‘

.ooor meet thh Dr A for a psychtatnc evaluatlon thereby fatltng to comply wuth MPRP S- :

E ,‘referrals for ! therapy, treatment [and/or] evaluattons Dr Rajaratnam does not contesr

: that he vxolated the Consent Ordet
Dtscsphnary Panel A co 1cludes that Dr. Rajaratnam wolated condltlon “17 of the o
 October 10, 2017 ConsentOrder L |
s‘ANCTtON

In determlntng the eppropnate sanctton for vnolatmg the Consent Order Panel A
conelders the underlyrng conduct and the nature of the VtO[attOI‘t Pnor to entenng lnto g
;7 the. Consent Order Dr Ra;aratnam was: examlned by a psyohotoglst w_ho__v__v
recommended that Dr Rajaratnam discontinue tHe. practloe of medtcrne Panel A drd”
not revoke Dr. Rajaratnams licerise at that tnne but rether entered rnto a Consentr‘
Order with’ Dr Rajaratnam to glve hnn an opportunlty to obtam treatment and if he wae |
deemed safe to practrce to lift- the suspensmn Instead ot taklng advantage of the‘
opportuntty presented by the Consent Order Dr. Rajaratnarn wolated the Consent '
Orders conditions mere weeks after he entered into the agreement The appropnate
“sanction tor Dr Rajaratnam s failure to compty with the terms of hlS Consent Order by .
not cooperating with the reoommendattons of MPRP is the revocation of his medical
Hcense.' ‘ | |
| IT18, thus, by Board Dis‘ciolinery Panel A, hereby ‘
ORDERED that Samuel Rajaratnam M. D s license, License Number D76364 to |

practice medtcmr, in Maryland is REVOKED and it is further



| ORDERED that this Order isa publlo document
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D’ate’ | - Elen Douglas Smith, Deputy Drrector» -
I Maryland State Board ofPhysmrans o




